Chromatin organization in rat testis nuclei. Flow cytometric detection of the morphological compaction.
The unusual histone composition of testicular cells generates changes in chromatin organization in order to allow the chromosomal pairing necessary for genetic recombination. Accessibility of testis nuclear DNA was determined by flow cytometry. The observed differences in staining between testis and liver nuclear chromatin, as well as the differences of perpendicular light scatter signal, correlate with alterations in protein composition with the chromatin reorganization.